ROAD TEST © CITROEN

XANTIA ACTIVA

with Citroén's innovative
suspension system
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Mark Hughes spends a little more.time.:.
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m © CITROEN XANTIA ACTIVA

on't be fooked by 1he name of Cilroeén's

nw Kantia Activa, for il doesn't have

aclive suspension, It does, Rowilng
have somathing winch gQoes Sorme way Wwarnds
that: active roll conbrol

That is the obwious technical highlight of 1he
car, bul il comes wrapped in an inbaresling
packege that is not available etsewhare in the
range. It gats the ight presgure bao-litre turbo
engine from the bigger XM model. This gives-anly
an exira 15bhp owver the normaly-aspiraled
Xantia 2.0, but there = a healthy torgue advan-
tage of 42 Ibft. Avallable only in one frim level,
thig isn'l quile as plugh &s the VX vergion of the
slandard car bul includes mang highty bolstered
fronl seats. In tact the whole tone of the Actva &
rmong sporting than that of the standard car wilh
bigoar wheels an lower prodla tyras fillng out the
bBodywork, 2 rear spoer and a0 exdended, morne
aggressie looking front end.

Al thig helps lend the Activa & sporting persona
that the standard Xantsa has adways pointedly
Facked, something thal is contirmed when you gel
Esirhrircd thad whigl, Tha standard Xanta is o about
wondieriul nde comion and a Sght, flowing, Nuid
testl 10 1% handling, but sportng is Not an adjec-
et you'd choose. The Actwa an 1he athar hand
immediately transmits a different sel of mes-
SagEs.

First of all thera's the nde coméor, than there's
tha roll-free handling and, not least, thara's the
performanca which has the sort of mid-range
guts that no Citroén since the CX Turbo Il of the
1880s has enjoyed.

It feals decidedly odd fo be in a Citroén that has
only an averagely complisnt ride. At high speeds
it's fima, litie cierent from the Hydraciive WSX,
but around fown il's decidedly firm. Bumps 1hat
you samiply wouldn't expect to feel n a Xantia find

{hisr wiay through (o you with surpnsing autharity
And shoukd you happen 1o drop & whesl in a
pol-holke it doés not B it one Di. Furthenmarne
cved medium speed, badhy-surfaced B-roads it
gets quite hagety, ndl uncomiorable exactly, but
nener Casseling in 1he way hat éven the better

(L Given a clear
sightline through
a corner your
entry speeds
can be supercar
high and right-
left switches
need hold
no fearsyy

conmventionally-suspendad cars do

5o, a car that doesn’t nide partcularty well Irgm
the compeny that brought tha world Fydrop-
meumatc suspansion 41 years ago. There must
be some payback?

Sure there Is. If yvou heve the Fydractve Dusion
in fig standard setting rathar than firm, you rright

just teal the bocy bagin 1o roll &8 you bum nto a
comar, but belore you can Say, "s2e, & does
ro . itwall Ravee righiled itsedf nd matter how hard
wou'e Bhrcan i in, Wah the hydraciive's full-time
fiern button selacted you worl even fegd that.

This helps with turt-in QAR encernousty. With
the outside frant tyre no longer sSupporing such a
bag propontion of the corearing load, (hene & a
very noticeable increasa in readhalding, S0 good
i% it &t sudden direction changes 1hal you 5o nesd
to releamn your technique if you're bo get 1he besl
out of . Ghen a chear saghtiing through a cornes
wour eniny speeds can be supercar-high and
right-lgdt Swilches need hold no fears. Eventually,
you &6 et used bo this from the diver's seat, but
the sansation is even more Dzarre for the passen-
ger because the spaed the sceneny & passing by
through 1he cornar S8ems whralatedd 10 how liltie
drama there s insids

But it's not all 0 rosy. Even the standard Xanta
hag a shohtly nervous leel in high speed comaers,
with nod much feedback coming through the
5|gﬁ'ing I,u-:lll"g you vitial's QOng on in tha Actva
you get even less, yet you need it more because it
iz not as banign and flkwing in 3 handing. The
instant burm-in gives it a very darty, aggressive feel
bt thereatter it doesn't really setile down into a
comfortabla sal. You congtantly feel that it might
want to do somedhing elsa, yet the steenng isn't
realy telling you whal. Actually, it never does oo
anything vary naughty but it takes quite a ok of
misage 1o gat you o the poin where you have
compiata taith in that

Al the lmmit tha car will Sirmgly Degin 10 under-
gteer wide, but §fting off tha thrailthe only SIops the
understeer, you cannot Dalance it deicatety
betwean front and rear in the way ol he Desl
corventionally-suspended front-drive Cars

The suspension |s obwviously the mast inerest-

ing feature of hié Ca bul arguably it's tha angina
thal does 1he Xantia more faveurs. [ts 150 bhp s
i endugh o gred what is quite a heawy car greal
all-cud pedormance, ud the twbo's boost la
virlually lag-lres and comes in very insistarly
Eren [ow reéws, addressing the one real weak poini
of the Xantia. CHrcgn claims it can achigwe
60 mph = under Bg; we reckon it takes slightly
mora. But the in-gear times are more than a

Activa is not evertly sporting,
although styling comtains a few

periormance clues, Cabin {left)
is comfortable; passengers
liable to be surprised by
imprabably small ratio of

drama/speed,

match for most of the mone cubwandly Sporing
hot halches on the market

Somathing of a curate’s egg tha Actva may be,
but its wary uniquaness makas it an appealing
peckage. However, for all its technical frickery wa
couldn't, with hand on heart, say that it was a
petter car than something as commonplace &s a
Mondeo 24y, which can be had for around tha
SEME Monay

Active history

A 8 &, aclive ride has been sean only on the
recalracks (banned from F1 af the end of
'03). For a production car it kas bean considered
oD expengive and bulky. Thae Activa & tha only
road car which his Qone some way fowards
encoMmpassing the concepl with its activa roll
COngnol

A e active ride system ditches springs and
dampers and uses  elecironicaly-controlled
hydraadics to ghe indinitely varighle slifiness
gccording 1o vertical and lateral load. In oommu-
nication with & microprocessoes mndreds of imes
per second, the wheels wil ahways oliow the
conbour Of & bump exactly, giving a superb nide
and the: car will adwans ramain Bat and lavel during
COTIENng

Ever since the D5 of 1855, Citroan has spedial-
ised in suspansion that does away with sprngs
#nd dampers. The current variation of this on the
Mardia VX is Hydractive, using a mixture of gas
and flued-filled sphares, It ghves twd DoSsible
lavals of stiffness and can automalically select
the firmer of these under comenng revering to
the safter one in siraaghting rnning. It als0 has a
Dution which alows you 10 Salect he finmer

sedting full-irme

YWith this sat-up Cilroén was airedcy a long way
down the road of actve suspension. Wih the
Activa it has taken a further step by addressing
the non-cll par of active ride. Bul thene is no
activa control of the whaels' movements 50 there
are no ride comfort benafits and tha Activa is still
able to pitch and dive just like a convantional car

The actve ol control works through
hycraubcalv-operaled rams - connecied [0 the
Suspension arms and the roll Bar 21 each end -
which eflectvaly push the car level durmg comer-
ing. Thasa act from the same Sensors as 1hose
already usad 1o firm up or solben ol 1he Hydrac.
tive suspansion. The rams ang led by tha hydrau-
lic pressure actuator feading through an ausliany
sphere o cusheon the effect when running n a
graght Bne (ihough they can be tricked nto
frrming wp if you run over 8 pot-haola),

Ag wou tum in, this gusaliany sphere = solated
and this has the effect of doubling the roll-bar's
sliffrass

If rcdl then reaches mone (han hall 3 degree 1he
rams tharmsedasas Comd inl action and physicaly
push the body level

SPECIFICATION

CITROEN XANTIA ACTIVA
EMGINE
Location iransvieras. lronl-mouniad
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Cylinders ri-ling lowr, turbocharged
Bore x stroke 85 x BEmm
Capacity 1.686800
Compression ratio 81
Valve gear daih, 1our valves per cylinder
Power 150 bhpy'S300mm
Torque 173 Ik 1/2500mm
Fuel unleaded, 95 AON
TRANSMISSION
Type frva-spead manual, froni-wheal drive
SLUSPENSION
Front Hydractive MacPharson
ginulg, acive anti-rall bar
Rear Hycractive, irailing arms.
active anti-roll bar
Wheels ght alfioy, 6J x 157
Tyres Michalin 2¢-GT 20500 R15
BRAKES
Front/Rear vanblated dscs/dscs, ARS
STEERING
Type rack and pinion, power assisted
Turns, lock to lock 3.0
DIMEMNSIONS
Wheelbase 2r40mm
Front/Rear track 1 4681 454mm
Owerall length d444mm
Overall width 1766mm
Overall height 1387mm
Kerb weight 1410kg
Fuel tank 14,3 gallons
PERFORMAMCE
0-60 mph B.8s
Maximum speed 132 mph
FUEL CONSUMPTION
Average for test 28.3 mpg
Government figures:
Urban 2.8
56 mph 409
75 mph J3.6
LIST PRICE £18.480
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